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What kinds of tests do students at BCES take? 

 Formative assessments:  classroom tests and assignments that teachers use to measure how 

students are doing throughout the year.  The results of these assessments will show up on your 

student’s report card. 

 Benchmark assessments:  tests given at regular intervals throughout the year to measure student 

progress.  Students at BCES take the MAP test. 

 Summative assessments:  tests given at the end of the year to measure how much students have 

learned since August.  Students in Kentucky and at BCES take the KPREP test. 

What is MAP testing? 

MAP stands for Measures of Academic Progress, and it’s a benchmark test of reading and math that 

students complete at a computer station.   Most schools in Kentucky use the MAP test, but it is not 

required by or reported to the state.  Districts choose to pay for MAP because it shows student growth 

and because it predicts how well a student will do on the KPREP at the end of the year.  Berea 

Community Elementary School students take the MAP in the fall, winter, and spring.  Students take map 

in grades K-5.  Each test takes a snapshot of students’ learning through their RIT band scores.  RIT bands 

are not like letter grades, percentiles, or percentages.  The RIT band number corresponds to specific 

strengths and challenges a student has, such as “statistics and probability” in math or “vocabulary use” 

in reading.  Teachers and administrators use those RIT band scores to target specific instruction to 

students and small groups of students.  Each grade level has a MAP score target, and those targets are 

posted throughout our building.  Students know what score they are aiming for.  Our targets correspond 

to a proficient rating on the KPREP for each grade.   

How can I prepare my student for MAP? 

Your child’s teachers will let you know in their newsletter when the “MAP window” will be open.  

Students will take the test sometime during that window of time.  No special studying or preparation at 

home is needed for MAP.  You can help your student by talking with them with about the test and 

encouraging them to do their best without stressing out about it.    MAP testing just lets teachers know 

how to tweak their instruction.  A good night’s sleep and a good breakfast are the best preparation you 

can give your child each day, during testing and throughout the year.   

How do I get my child’s MAP scores? 

You will receive the scores in report cards or at parent/teacher conferences.  You can also always 

contact your child’s teacher to ask about MAP testing. 
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What is KPREP? 

KPREP is the summative assessment for Kentucky students.  All Kentucky students take the KPREP at the 

end of the year in grades 3 through 10.  KPREP is a standardized, paper test.  The KPREP takes place 

during the last fourteen instructional days of the year, and that means our district usually doesn’t know 

the exact dates for KPREP until the end of winter and snow days.  Before KPREP, school staff go through 

training on testing procedures and security so that each student gets accurate and fair results.   All 

students take the KPREP, including those with educational disabilities.  Those students may receive the 

same accommodations they use during the regular school year.  Accommodations may include extra 

time or the use of a reader or a scribe.  The one percent of Kentucky students with the most severe 

disabilities participate in an alternative assessment.   

In the elementary school, all third through fifth graders test in reading and math.  Fourth graders take 

additional science and writing tests.  Fifth graders take social studies and writing tests, and they also 

write an extended response piece.   

Scores on the KPREP are divided into four categories: Novice, Apprentice, Proficient, and Distinguished.  

Novice work is far below the state standard while apprentice work is approaching the state standard.  A 

proficient score places a student right at the state standard, and a distinguished score indicates work 

that goes beyond the standard. 

How do I find out about my student’s KPREP scores? 

You will receive an individual test report in October.  You can see how our school did as a whole on the 

school report card. School report cards are also available in the fall at 

http://applications.education.ky.gov/SRC/ 

Can my student pass or fail a grade based on MAP and KPREP? 

No, making the decision to retain a student is a group decision.  If a student is having a hard time with 

school material and may benefit from repeating a grade,  then teachers, parents, administrators, and 

the school counselor will meet together to make the best decision for a child’s educational and personal 

development.  In particular, KPREP is not used in retention decisions.  The scores are not received until 

the next school year has started.  Teachers and staff do their utmost to avoid having a child repeat a 

grade, but sometimes it can be a good decision in helping a child get on track.   

What are the most important things that a parent can do when it comes to assessment? 

The best way to make sure your child does their best on tests is to make sure that they attend school when 

it’s in session and to encourage healthy habits for growing bodies:  nutrition, exercise, and sleep.  Elementary 

students do worry about testing, and but the adults in the school do not want them to worry or stress.  You 

can help your child by encouraging them to do their best without worrying.  

My child’s report card looks very different from the report cards I remember getting as a student.  What do 

the changes mean? 

BCES students receive standards based report cards.  Instead of marking a letter grade, teachers mark how a 

student is progressing in mastery towards the standards for each grade level.  The standards on our report 

card match up to the Kentucky State Core Standards for what students should know and be able to do at 

each grade level.    

 

http://applications.education.ky.gov/SRC/


 

 

Some items on my child’s report card are blank?  Does that mean my students is not doing well in those 

areas? 

No, a blank spot just means that the particular standard was not assessed during the nine weeks.  Teachers 

have year-long plans for how to address each area before the end of the year, but not every area is assessed 

each time.  

 

I’m used to thinking of success in terms of letter grades, like As and Bs.  When I look at my child’s report 

card, how can I tell when it’s time to get concerned about how my student is doing? 

If you see “BBS” on your child’s report card, that means “Below Basic Standard” and that means there may be 

concerns about reaching the standard by the end of the year.  If you’re noticing some “BBS”s on the report 

card, it’s probably a good time to schedule a conference or phone call to come up with a plan to help your 

student.  Additionally, if there are areas where your child was “Approaching standard” or meeting the 

standards earlier in the school year but has now dropped back to BBS, this is a cause for concern.   

 

How often will I receive report cards? 

Your student will bring home a report card every nine weeks. You will receive information at the beginning of 

the year about when to expect those cards, but the dates are sometimes subject to change if we have 

extended snow days.   

 


